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Two Legislations in Indiana State Related to Health
Indiana State Senate Bill 1
The Indiana State Senate Bill 1 (IN SB 0001), titled Civil Immunity Related to COVID-19, relates to the impact of the COVID 19 pandemic on businesses in Indiana. Fundamentally, the bill aims to “provide civil tort immunity for damages arising from COVID-19 on the premises owned or operated by a person, on any premises on which the person or an employee or agent of the person provided property or services to the individual, or during an activity managed, organized, or sponsored by the person” (Legiscan, 2021). In this, the bill provides an exception for business activities that are deliberately negligent of the COVID-19 recommended protocols (Legiscan, 2021). As such, the bill avails COVID-19 civil immunity to Indiana businesses while preventing class-action lawsuits from being taken against them (Indiana Senate Democrats, 2021).
The bill was initially authored by senators Mark Messmer, Eric Koch, and Elizabeth Brown, and its first reading was on 4th January 2021 (Legiscan, 2021). It was then referred to the Committee on Judiciary (Legiscan, 2021). Following the addition of senators Becker, Kruse & Freeman as co-authors, it was tabled for a second reading on 26th January 2021 (Legiscan, 2021). More senators such as Senator Doriot were added as co-authors, after which the bill passed its third reading (Legiscan, 2021). The bill was again referred to the Committee on Judiciary on 1st February 2021 and returned to the Senate with amendments on 12th February 2021 (Legiscan, 2021). The bill was eventually passed into law with a 40-8 vote from the Senate on 18th February 2021 (Legiscan, 2021).
The bill relates to public health by implying that businesses can be held responsible for neglecting COVID-19 protocols aimed at minimizing the spread of infections. Nonetheless, these businesses are protected by the bill if a person alleges that he/she acquired a COVID-19 infection in the businesses’ locations (Earnhart et al., 2021). As such, the bill enhances a better adherence to COVID-19 prevention protocols among businesses in Indiana. The bill can be considered good in the sense that it shields businesses affected by the pandemic from malicious legal actions. However, a business may evade legal action despite being responsible for creating an environment that increases the possibility of acquiring a COVID-19 infection. As such, the bill can be improved by clarifying what qualifies as negligent behavior for businesses in maintaining COVID-19 protocols and guidelines.
Indiana State Senate Bill 10
This bill, “Statewide maternal mortality” (IN SBN 0010) aims to review the release of reports on mental health status without the patients’ consent (Indiana General Assembly, 2021). Essentially, the bill states clearly that the healthcare provider shall only share the mental health report of a patient upon consenting. The actions that the bill advocates for include the determination of whether abortion performed on a patient was the cause of maternal mortality with the inclusion of the findings filed by the committee. The bill has been assigned to the Statewide maternal mortality committee.
The bill was passed on the third reading and passed to the house and 3 amendments were proposed on it, which were all agreed on. Some of the proposed changes include allowing for viewing of patient records on special occasions such by other mental healthcare providers, the school in which the patient goes to, upon court order, or when the patient is a threat to themselves and may need further evaluation referral. Currently, there are no pending amendments proposed on this bill and has been referred to the public health for review.
This bill is important to public health in ensuring there is patient-healthcare provider confidentiality as demanded by the code of ethics. Furthermore, the bill prevents the mental health records of a patient from being used unlawfully by other parties such as insurance companies. The proposed amendments help loosen the rules so that there is a better understanding of a patient state and easy provision of health services. The adoption of this bill would see to it that there is trust in healthcare centers and that patients do not feel judged and prevent conflict of interest that may arise when the patient reports are made known to the public. However, the bill does not clarify specific situations that may necessitate breaching the patient-provider confidentiality. If the use of digital records with prompt authorization is included in proposed changes, patients’ data safety would be enhanced, as only the authorized personnel would be able to view it.
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